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point are  antecedently credible, it being the habit of
0  treat interlopers as little better than privateers.   Mar-smpelled his   prisoners (so they asserted) to  assist  in g  a stockade> and subsequently treated Colnett with so ndignity that he tried to commit suicide, and Hanson, his  petty officers,  actually did so.   The Spanish com-
"  then traded with the captured vessels, and finally col-skins estimated  by   Meares  to be  worth about  7,500
1  dollars.   The British ships and crews were afterwards to   the Spanish   port of San  Bias, where the governor
them with more consideration, and, though regarding "irtually as privateers, released them and submitted the their ships to an official inquiry. The whole truth of the i incident will probably never be cleared up. What is us here is the impression produced on Pitt by the state-of Meares. They were set forth in a Memorial, dated i, 3Oth April 1790. Meares laid stress on the perfidy :elty of Martinez, and estimated his own losses at 500,000 h dollars, apart from the ruin of the trade along the i coast.1
)rts of these events filtered through to London very Merry, British chargg d'affaires at Madrid, sent the -gue rumours of them in a despatch which, as we have cached Whitehall on 2ist January; but the situation i fraught with clanger on nth February, when the h envoy in London handed in a despatch drawn up in no less haughty than misleading. After presenting a id view of the Nootka incident, del Campo asserted the f Spain to absolute sovereignty in those districts "which ieen occupied and frequented by the Spaniards for so /ears." He further requested the British Government to
such undertakings as those of Meares and Colnett, but with the statement that the British prisoners had been »d through the consideration which the King of Spain • His Britannic Majesty.
.pliance with this demand was, of course, out of the ques->r it would have implied the closing of the north-west :>f America to every flag but the red and yellow ensign .in.; and the request for the punishment of British sea-
. '* Memorial" is among the British archives in "F. 0.," Spain, 17. /itique of it sec Manning.l and UtrlMrriti^ly UriUril. Mnrtinc;? clcrl.irctl thitt lii*j ifrhaviuiir ttiritti^htinf tv^i humane mnd considerate. Itis •ilnlnnruM wcrr Uukrcl l>y lltuM* of ter lain Amcrlt'nit lrmlrr» whu wrrr ihcrc pir>cul. luit. «•> tht-y for :i time made* tuinin»o - ,ui-.r with M.ithiir.', llim evidence {•- not ciiiwiiiriii);. "I'hr »s<icr(uiH-> "f MtMiri anil
